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IN2P3-IHEP Lundi 11 décembre 2006

Bernard Belloc

Mister Qiu Julian, representative of the CAS, Dear Professor Chen, Dear Professor Le Diberder, Dear colleagues, dear friends…

It’s my great pleasure and a great honour for me to give a short talk to day on behalf of French Embassy during this opening ceremony.

My great pleasure because some years ago I was a researcher and I remembered the passion and the happiness to meet foreign colleagues to exchange about research and to plan some future cooperations. I understand that many participants who are present here have soon a long tradition of cooperation. I met some of you last year, when the first talks about an institutional cooperation between IN2P3 and IHEP begun here in Beijing. I know that we have a lot of very high level participants here on the two sides, Chinese and French. It’s a honour for me to congratulate them for their initiative and their dynamism on order to construct a long run cooperation between Chinese and French physicists.

You know, Physic is a long tradition of excellence in the French science. Not only Pierre and Marie Curie, but also Gay Lussac, Becquerel, de Broglie and all the great French physicists who are still in activity.

Of course I imagine that the subject of your workshop is an essential one from a scientific point of view, but perhaps more important  for us is to observe that the objective of this workshop is also to develop the basis of  true cooperative projects, more coordinated, plurianual, on topics of common interest between our two countries. And this cooperation will be developed through experiences in the new European infrastructure, the Large Haldron Collider at the CERN in Europe. It’s very important that France could facilitate the access of Chinese scientists to the scientific European equipments.

I encourage you to develop your cooperation on common tools like the Grid Computing. Europe is no so bad for these sorts of infrastructures and we wish a large development of the cooperation between China and Europe on these themes.

I shall say that we try now at the French Embassy to support not only mobility but all the actions which could contribute to have a better visibility for our cooperation and which can converge toward more important projects, I mean true research projects. More important in size of course, but in quality too. After a long period during which we have supported essentially mobility of researchers, we wish now to give more incentives to plan more long run coordinated projects around some important topics. 

We will try to convince our agencies, like ANR, the new French agency to support this policy. We discussed with some of the most important responsibles of French scientific institutions and they agree with this position. Of course we will continue to support the mobility of researchers, but not in the same proportion.

Another very important point for us is that your subject is a subject of fundamental research. We know that science is now an economic challenge too. It is not new, but actually, in the world market, scientific innovation is a part of the economic competitivity and we have a very strong pressure in order to have a shorter waiting period between scientific results and economic applications. It’s why, in many countries we have now a very strong pressure to neglect the basic research because its economic applications seem too late in the very long run. But it’s trivial to say that without basic research, very quickly the stocks of knowledges will decrease and no economic applications at all will be possible. We shall encourage economic applications of the science, but we have the responsibility to encourage and to support basic research too. You are working for ten, twenty years later, I don’t know. But we are sure that basic research will have applications, later, directly or indirectly. All the great scientific nations know that. In France we invest a part of 0.53 % of our Gross National Product in basic research.  Only 0.5 in the States, and 0.07 % for China. Theses data are from OECD, last week. France is very proud to cooperate with China in these topics in order to enlarge the part of the basic research in our scientific cooperation. I know that the Chinese leaders are entirely convinced by the importance of fundamental research. It’s a very good new for us.

Your workshop, entirely consecrated to fundamental research in basic Physic is an investment for the very long run, for our two countries. It’s why it’s a pleasure for our Embassy to support it.

I wish you a good work, a good time in Beijing for my French colleagues, and a lot of new projects. 

