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Fig. 6. False color infrared image taken by the European Southern Observatory’s Very Large
Telescope of the central few parsecs of the Milky Way. Superposed with a 100-times-finer scale
is the orbital track of one star named S2. The orbital period of S2 is 15.8 years, and recently
a complete and closed elliptical orbit has been observed. The orbit requires an unseen mass of
~ 4 x 10% M4, at the focal position, indicated by the arrow. The focal position is coincident with

the position of the compact radio source Sgr A*, as discussed in Sec. 4.2. (Image courtesy of R.
Genzel.)
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