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PHYSICAL REVIEW D VOLUME 31, NUMBER 12 15 JUNE 1985

Detectability of certain dark-matter candidates

Mark W. Goodman and Edward Witten
Joseph Henry Laboratories, Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey 08544
(Received 7 January 1985)

We consider the possibility that the neutral-current neutrino detector recently proposed by
Drukier and Stodolsky could be used to detect some possible candidates for the dark matter in galac-
tic halos. This may be feasible if the galactic halos are made of particles with coherent weak in-
teractions and masses 1—10° GeV; particles with spin-dependent interactions of typical weak
strength and masses 1—10? GeV; or strongly interacting particles of masses 1—10'3 GeV.
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PHYSICAL REVIEW D VOLUME 9, NUMBER 5 1 MARCH

Coherent effects of a weak neutral current

Daniel Z. Freedmanf
National Accelerator Laboratory, Batavia, Illinois 60510

and Institute for Theoreticak Physics, State University of New York, Stony Brook, New York 11790

(Received 15 October 1973; revised manuscript received 19 November 1973)

If there is a weak neutral current, then the elastic scattering process v + A —v + A should
have a sharp coherent forward peak just as e + A —e + A does. Experiments to observe this
peak can give important information on the isospin structure of the neutral current. The
experiments are very difficult, although the estimated cross sections (about 10™%% em? on
carbon) are favorable. The coherent cross sections (in contrast to incoherent) are almost
energy-independent. Therefore, energies as low as 100 MeV may be suitable. Quasi-
coherent nuclear excitation processes v + A —~v + A* provide possible tests of the conservation of
the weak neutral current. Because of strong coherent effects at very low energies, the
nuclear elastic scattering process may be important in inhibiting cooling by neutrino
emission in stellar collapse and neutron stars.
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