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Introduction
The discovery of the Higgs boson is a triumph of the SM.
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for the prefit case and

δmHpostfit ¼ "0.22 GeV

¼ "0.19 ðstatÞ " 0.10 ðsystÞ GeV ð7Þ

for the postfit case, which are both very similar to the
observed uncertainties reported in Eq. (3).
Constraining all signal yields to their SM predictions

results in an mH value that is about 70 MeV larger than the
nominal result with a comparable uncertainty. The increase
in the central value reflects the combined effect of the
higher-than-expected H → ZZ → 4l measured signal
strength and the increase of theH → ZZ branching fraction
with mH. Thus, the fit assuming SM couplings forces the
mass to a higher value in order to accommodate the value
μ ¼ 1 expected in the SM.
Since the discovery, both experiments have improved

their understanding of the electron, photon, and muon
measurements [16,30–34], leading to a significant reduc-
tion of the systematic uncertainties in the mass measure-
ment. Nevertheless, the treatment and understanding of
systematic uncertainties is an important aspect of the
individual measurements and their combination. The com-
bined analysis incorporates approximately 300 nuisance
parameters. Among these, approximately 100 are fitted
parameters describing the shapes and normalizations of the
background models in the H → γγ channel, including a
number of discrete parameters that allow the functional
form in each of the CMS H → γγ analysis categories to
be changed [35]. Of the remaining almost 200 nuisance
parameters, most correspond to experimental or theoretical
systematic uncertainties.
Based on the results from the individual experiments, the

dominant systematic uncertainties for the combined mH
result are expected to be those associated with the energy or

momentum scale and its resolution: for the photons in the
H → γγ channel and for the electrons and muons in the
H → ZZ → 4l channel [14–16]. These uncertainties are
assumed to be uncorrelated between the two experiments
since they are related to the specific characteristics of the
detectors as well as to the calibration procedures, which
are fully independent except for negligible effects due to
the use of the common Z boson mass [36] to specify
the absolute energy and momentum scales. Other exper-
imental systematic uncertainties [14–16] are similarly
assumed to be uncorrelated between the two experiments.
Uncertainties in the theoretical predictions and in the
measured integrated luminosities are treated as fully and
partially correlated, respectively.
To evaluate the relative importance of the different

sources of systematic uncertainty, the nuisance parameters
are grouped according to their correspondence to three
broad classes of systematic uncertainty: (1) uncertainties in
the energy or momentum scale and resolution for photons,
electrons, and muons (“scale”), (2) theoretical uncertain-
ties, e.g., uncertainties in the Higgs boson cross section and
branching fractions, and in the normalization of SM
background processes (“theory”), (3) other experimental
uncertainties (“other”).
First, the total uncertainty is obtained from the full profile-

likelihood scan, as explained above. Next, parameters
associated with the scale terms are fixed and a new scan
is performed. Then, in addition to the scale terms, the
parameters associated with the theory terms are fixed and
a scan performed. Finally, in addition, the other parameters
are fixed and a scan performed. Thus the fits are performed
iteratively, with the different classes of nuisance parameters
cumulatively held fixed to their best-fit values. The uncer-
tainties associated with the different classes of nuisance
parameters are defined by the difference in quadrature
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l+4γγCMS+ATLAS  0.11) GeV± 0.21 ± 0.24 ( ±125.09

l 4CMS+ATLAS  0.15) GeV± 0.37 ± 0.40 ( ±125.15
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FIG. 2 (color online). Summary of Higgs boson mass measurements from the individual analyses of ATLAS and CMS and from the
combined analysis presented here. The systematic (narrower, magenta-shaded bands), statistical (wider, yellow-shaded bands), and total
(black error bars) uncertainties are indicated. The (red) vertical line and corresponding (gray) shaded column indicate the central value
and the total uncertainty of the combined measurement, respectively.
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Important to look at all the possible decay channels of Higgs boson at the
LHC

Haifeng Li (Shandong University) Search for Rare Decays of the Higgs Boson with ATLAS July 5, 2018 3 / 24

• Need to measure the property of Higgs boson with precision
• Probe other decay modes
• Any deviation from SM prediction is a sign of new physics
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ATLASCMS

Large Hadron Collider

LHCb

ALICE
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Linac2: 50 MeV

PS Booster: 1.4 GeV

PS: 25 GeV

SPS: 450 GeV
LHC: 6.5 TeV

质子束流的制备

高电压

W, Z Discovery
Higgs Discovery

CERN的第一个同步加速器

为什么不建一个质子反质子对撞机？
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ATLASCMS

Large Hadron Collider

LHCb

ALICE

114 fb-1 recorded so far

Peak lumi: 2.1 x 1034 cm-2s-1
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ATLASCMS

Large Hadron Collider

LHCb

ALICE

• Expected to have 150 fb-1 for LHC 
Run 2 by the end of 2018

• 2019-2012: two years shut down 
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ATLAS Detector JINST 3 (2008) S08003

Inner Detector;
|⌘| < 2.5
Solenoid 2 T
Tracking and vertexing
�/pT ⇠ 0.05%·pT �1%

Calorimeter;
|⌘| < 4.9
EM : Pb-LAr; �/E ⇠ 10%/

p
E � 0.7%

Had : Fe-Scint.; �/E ⇠ 50%/
p

E �4%

Muon Spectrometer;
|⌘| < 2.7
Air-core toroidal & gas
chambers
�/pT ⇠ 2% @ 50 GeV
�/pT ⇠ 10% @ 1 TeV

40 m long, 25 m high. 100 M read-out channels

Haifeng Li (Stony Brook University) ATLAS High Mass Higgs October 12, 2015 3 / 47
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Higgs Boson Production at LHC
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Figure 1: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the (a) ggF and (b) VBF

production processes.
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Figure 2: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the (a) qq ! VH and

(b, c) gg! ZH production processes.
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Figure 3: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the qq/gg ! ttH and

qq/gg! bbH processes.

Other less important production processes in the SM, which are not the target of a direct search but
are included in the combination, are qq, gg ! bbH (bbH), also shown in Fig. 3, and production in
association with a single top quark (tH), shown in Fig. 4. The latter process proceeds through either
qq/qb! tHb/tHq0 (tHq) (Figs. 4a and 4b) or gb! tHW (tHW) (Figs. 4c and 4d) production.

Examples of leading-order (LO) Feynman diagrams for the Higgs boson decays considered in the com-
bination are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The decays to W and Z bosons (Fig. 5a) and to fermions (Fig. 5b)
proceed through tree-level processes whereas the H ! �� decay is mediated by W boson or heavy quark
loops (Fig. 6).

The SM Higgs boson production cross sections and decay branching fractions are taken from Refs. [30–
32] and are based on the extensive theoretical work documented in Refs. [33–76]. The inclusive cross
sections and branching fractions for the most important production and decay modes are summarised
with their overall uncertainties in Tables 1 and 2 for a Higgs boson mass mH = 125.09 GeV. The SM
predictions of the branching fractions for H ! gg, cc, and Z� are included for completeness. Although
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Other less important production processes in the SM, which are not the target of a direct search but
are included in the combination, are qq, gg ! bbH (bbH), also shown in Fig. 3, and production in
association with a single top quark (tH), shown in Fig. 4. The latter process proceeds through either
qq/qb! tHb/tHq0 (tHq) (Figs. 4a and 4b) or gb! tHW (tHW) (Figs. 4c and 4d) production.

Examples of leading-order (LO) Feynman diagrams for the Higgs boson decays considered in the com-
bination are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The decays to W and Z bosons (Fig. 5a) and to fermions (Fig. 5b)
proceed through tree-level processes whereas the H ! �� decay is mediated by W boson or heavy quark
loops (Fig. 6).

The SM Higgs boson production cross sections and decay branching fractions are taken from Refs. [30–
32] and are based on the extensive theoretical work documented in Refs. [33–76]. The inclusive cross
sections and branching fractions for the most important production and decay modes are summarised
with their overall uncertainties in Tables 1 and 2 for a Higgs boson mass mH = 125.09 GeV. The SM
predictions of the branching fractions for H ! gg, cc, and Z� are included for completeness. Although
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ggF: dominant,  
larger initial state 
radiation from 
gluons

VBF: two forward 
jets with high 
mass and large 
rapidity gap

VH: vector boson 
(lv, ll’, qq’)

ttH: many b-jets, 
leptons, ET

miss

LHC Higgs Cross Section Working Group

With 80 fb-1, about 4M ggF events, 
300K VBF, 200K VH and 40K ttH events
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Table 1: Standard Model predictions for the Higgs boson production cross sections together with their theoretical
uncertainties. The value of the Higgs boson mass is assumed to be mH = 125.09 GeV and the predictions are
obtained by linear interpolation between those at 125.0 and 125.1 GeV from Ref. [32] except for the tH cross
section, which is taken from Ref. [77]. The pp ! ZH cross section, calculated at NNLO in QCD, includes both
the quark-initiated, i.e. qq ! ZH or qg ! ZH, and the gg ! ZH contributions. The contribution from the
gg ! ZH production process, calculated only at NLO in QCD and indicated separately in brackets, is given
with a theoretical uncertainty assumed to be 30%. The uncertainties in the cross sections are evaluated as the sum
in quadrature of the uncertainties resulting from variations of the QCD scales, parton distribution functions, and
↵s. The uncertainty in the tH cross section is calculated following the procedure of Ref. [78]. The order of the
theoretical calculations for the di↵erent production processes is also indicated. In the case of bbH production, the
values are given for the mixture of five-flavour (5FS) and four-flavour (4FS) schemes recommended in Ref. [73].

Production Cross section [pb] Order of
process

p
s = 7 TeV

p
s = 8 TeV calculation

ggF 15.0 ± 1.6 19.2 ± 2.0 NNLO(QCD) + NLO(EW)
VBF 1.22 ± 0.03 1.58 ± 0.04 NLO(QCD+EW) + approx. NNLO(QCD)
WH 0.577 ± 0.016 0.703 ± 0.018 NNLO(QCD) + NLO(EW)
ZH 0.334 ± 0.013 0.414 ± 0.016 NNLO(QCD) + NLO(EW)
[ggZH] 0.023 ± 0.007 0.032 ± 0.010 NLO(QCD)
ttH 0.086 ± 0.009 0.129 ± 0.014 NLO(QCD)
tH 0.012 ± 0.001 0.018 ± 0.001 NLO(QCD)
bbH 0.156 ± 0.021 0.203 ± 0.028 5FS NNLO(QCD) + 4FS NLO(QCD)

Total 17.4 ± 1.6 22.3 ± 2.0

Table 2: Standard Model predictions for the decay branching fractions of a Higgs boson with a mass of 125.09 GeV,
together with their uncertainties [32]. Included are decay modes that are either directly studied or important for the
combination because of their contributions to the Higgs boson width.

Decay mode Branching fraction [%]
H ! bb 57.5 ± 1.9
H ! WW 21.6 ± 0.9
H ! gg 8.56 ± 0.86
H ! ⌧⌧ 6.30 ± 0.36
H ! cc 2.90 ± 0.35
H ! ZZ 2.67 ± 0.11
H ! �� 0.228 ± 0.011
H ! Z� 0.155 ± 0.014
H ! µµ 0.022 ± 0.001

6
• Observations: low BR channels (ZZ→4l, γγ, Zγ and μμ) 

have better mass resolutions but small rate. Channels with 
higher BRs (the rest) are challenging experimentally

LHC Higgs Cross Section Working Group
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Higgs Boson Mass
• Higgs mass is the only free parameter in BEH mechanism
• Use 36 fb-1 LHC Run 2 data, with H→ZZ→4l and H→𝛾𝛾
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Figure 2: (a) Invariant mass distributions (circles) of simulated H ! �� events reconstructed in two categories
with one of the best (“ggH 0J Cen”: open circles) and one of the worst (“ggH 0J Fwd”: solid circles) experimental
resolutions. The signal model derived from a fit of the simulated events is superimposed (solid lines). (b) Diphoton
invariant mass distribution of all selected data events, overlaid with the result of the fit (solid red line). Both for data
and for the fit, each category is weighted by a factor ln(1+ S/B), where S and B are the fitted signal and background
yields in a m�� interval containing 90% of the expected signal. The dotted line describes the background component
of the model. The bottom inset shows the di�erence between the sum of weights and the background component of
the fitted model (dots), compared with the signal model (black line).

The background invariant mass distribution of each category is parameterised with an empirical continuous
function of the diphoton system invariant mass value. The parameters of these functions are fitted directly
to data. The functional form used to describe the background in each category is chosen among several
alternatives according to the three criteria described in Ref. [24]: (i) the fitted signal yield in a test sample
representative of the data background, built by combining simulation and control regions in data, must be
minimised; (ii) the �2 probability for the fit of this background control sample must be larger than a certain
threshold; (iii) the quality of the fit to data sidebands must not improve significantly when adding an extra
degree of freedom to the model. The models selected by this procedure are exponential or power-law
functions with one degree of freedom for the categories with few events, while exponential functions of a
second-order polynomial are used for the others.

From the extrapolation of a background-only fit to the sidebands of the m�� distribution in data, excluding
events with 121 GeV < m�� < 129 GeV, the expected signal-to-background ratio in a m�� window
containing 90% of the signal distribution for mH = 125 GeV varies between 2% in the “ggH 0J Fwd”
category and 100% in a high-purity, low-yield (about 12 events) category targeting H+2jet, VBF-like
events with low transverse momentum of the H+2jet system.

8.3 Systematic uncertainties

The main sources of systematic uncertainty in the measured Higgs boson mass in the diphoton channel are
the uncertainties in the photon energy scale (PES), the uncertainty arising from the background model,

12

 [GeV]l4m
110 115 120 125 130 135

Ev
en

ts
 / 

2.
5 

G
eV

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50
ATLAS

-1 = 13 TeV, 36.1 fbs
l 4→ZZ*→H

Data

Fit

Background

(a)

 [GeV]Hm
122 123 124 125 126 127 128

)
Λ

-2
 ln

(

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

σ1

σ2

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 36.1 fbs

l4→ ZZ*→H

Combined
µ4

4e
2eµ2
µ2e2

(b)

Figure 1: (a) Invariant mass distribution for the data (points with error bars) shown together with the simultaneous
fit result to H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` candidates (continuous line). The background component of the fit is also shown
(filled area). The signal probability density function is evaluated per-event and averaged over the observed data. (b)
Value of �2 ln⇤ as a function of mH for the combined fit to all H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` categories. The intersection of the
�2 ln⇤ curve with the horizontal lines labelled 1� and 2� provide the 68.3% and 95.5% confidence intervals.

be compatible with the value measured independently for each channel, with the largest deviation being
1.4� for the 2µ2e channel and the others being within 1�.

The Higgs boson mass in the four-lepton channel is also measured by using a profile likelihood ratio
to combine the information from the Run 1 analysis [6], where mH = 124.51 ± 0.52 GeV, and the
Run 2 analysis, keeping each individual signal normalisation parameter independent. The systematic
uncertainties taken to be correlated between the two runs are the muon momentum and electron energy
scales, while all other systematic uncertainties are considered uncorrelated. The combined Run 1 and Run
2 result is mZZ⇤

H = 124.71 ± 0.30 (stat) ± 0.05 (syst) GeV = 124.71 ± 0.30 GeV. The di�erence between
the measured values of mH in the four-lepton channel in the two runs is �mZZ⇤

H = 0.28 ± 0.63 GeV, with
the two results being compatible, with a p-value of 0.84.

8 Mass measurement in the H ! �� channel

In the diphoton channel, the Higgs boson mass is measured from the position of the narrow resonant peak
in the m�� distribution due to the Higgs boson decay to two photons. Such a peak is observed over a large,
monotonically decreasing, m�� distribution from continuum background events. The diphoton invariant
mass is computed from the measured photon energies and from their directions relative to the diphoton
production vertex, chosen among all reconstructed primary vertex candidates using a neural-network
algorithm based on track and primary vertex information, as well as the directions of the two photons
measured in the calorimeter and inner detector [49].
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 CombinedRun 1  0.37) GeV± 0.41 ( ±125.38 
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Figure 4: Summary of the Higgs boson mass measurements from the individual and combined analyses performed
here, compared with the combined Run 1 measurement by ATLAS and CMS [6]. The statistical-only (horizontal
yellow-shaded bands) and total (black error bars) uncertainties are indicated. The (red) vertical line and correspond-
ing (grey) shaded column indicate the central value and the total uncertainty of the combined ATLAS Run 1 + 2
measurement, respectively.

10 Conclusion

The mass of the Higgs boson has been measured from a combined fit to the invariant mass spectra of
the decay channels H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` and H ! ��. The results are obtained from a Run 2 pp collision
data sample recorded by the ATLAS experiment at the CERN Large Hadron Collider at a centre-of-mass
energy of 13 TeV, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 36.1 fb�1. The measurements are based on
the latest calibrations of muons, electrons, and photons, and on improvements to the analysis techniques
used to obtain the previous results from ATLAS Run 1 data.

The measured values of the Higgs boson mass for the H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` and H ! �� channels are

mH = 124.79 ± 0.37 GeV,

mH = 124.93 ± 0.40 GeV.

From the combination of these two channels, the mass is measured to be

mH = 124.86 ± 0.27 GeV.
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Figure 4: Summary of the Higgs boson mass measurements from the individual and combined analyses performed
here, compared with the combined Run 1 measurement by ATLAS and CMS [6]. The statistical-only (horizontal
yellow-shaded bands) and total (black error bars) uncertainties are indicated. The (red) vertical line and correspond-
ing (grey) shaded column indicate the central value and the total uncertainty of the combined ATLAS Run 1 + 2
measurement, respectively.

10 Conclusion

The mass of the Higgs boson has been measured from a combined fit to the invariant mass spectra of
the decay channels H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` and H ! ��. The results are obtained from a Run 2 pp collision
data sample recorded by the ATLAS experiment at the CERN Large Hadron Collider at a centre-of-mass
energy of 13 TeV, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 36.1 fb�1. The measurements are based on
the latest calibrations of muons, electrons, and photons, and on improvements to the analysis techniques
used to obtain the previous results from ATLAS Run 1 data.

The measured values of the Higgs boson mass for the H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` and H ! �� channels are

mH = 124.79 ± 0.37 GeV,

mH = 124.93 ± 0.40 GeV.

From the combination of these two channels, the mass is measured to be

mH = 124.86 ± 0.27 GeV.
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The measured values of the Higgs boson mass for the H ! Z Z⇤ ! 4` and H ! �� channels are
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ATLAS Run1+2 combined:

This result is in good agreement with the average of the ATLAS and CMS Run 1 measurements. The
combination of the ATLAS Run 1 and Run 2 measurements yields

mH = 124.97 ± 0.24 GeV.
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• 33 mm from beam
• Improve tracking and bjet
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Figure 3: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the qq/gg ! ttH and

qq/gg! bbH processes.

Other less important production processes in the SM, which are not the target of a direct search but
are included in the combination, are qq, gg ! bbH (bbH), also shown in Fig. 3, and production in
association with a single top quark (tH), shown in Fig. 4. The latter process proceeds through either
qq/qb! tHb/tHq0 (tHq) (Figs. 4a and 4b) or gb! tHW (tHW) (Figs. 4c and 4d) production.

Examples of leading-order (LO) Feynman diagrams for the Higgs boson decays considered in the com-
bination are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The decays to W and Z bosons (Fig. 5a) and to fermions (Fig. 5b)
proceed through tree-level processes whereas the H ! �� decay is mediated by W boson or heavy quark
loops (Fig. 6).

The SM Higgs boson production cross sections and decay branching fractions are taken from Refs. [30–
32] and are based on the extensive theoretical work documented in Refs. [33–76]. The inclusive cross
sections and branching fractions for the most important production and decay modes are summarised
with their overall uncertainties in Tables 1 and 2 for a Higgs boson mass mH = 125.09 GeV. The SM
predictions of the branching fractions for H ! gg, cc, and Z� are included for completeness. Although
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are included in the combination, are qq, gg ! bbH (bbH), also shown in Fig. 3, and production in
association with a single top quark (tH), shown in Fig. 4. The latter process proceeds through either
qq/qb! tHb/tHq0 (tHq) (Figs. 4a and 4b) or gb! tHW (tHW) (Figs. 4c and 4d) production.

Examples of leading-order (LO) Feynman diagrams for the Higgs boson decays considered in the com-
bination are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The decays to W and Z bosons (Fig. 5a) and to fermions (Fig. 5b)
proceed through tree-level processes whereas the H ! �� decay is mediated by W boson or heavy quark
loops (Fig. 6).

The SM Higgs boson production cross sections and decay branching fractions are taken from Refs. [30–
32] and are based on the extensive theoretical work documented in Refs. [33–76]. The inclusive cross
sections and branching fractions for the most important production and decay modes are summarised
with their overall uncertainties in Tables 1 and 2 for a Higgs boson mass mH = 125.09 GeV. The SM
predictions of the branching fractions for H ! gg, cc, and Z� are included for completeness. Although
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ttH allows direct probe of top Higgs Yukawa coupling
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/14ttH Combination  12

Simultaneous fits applied to signal regions and control regions of the individual analyses.

Contributions from non-ttH Higgs production fixed to the SM prediction.

Correlation scheme of systematic uncertainties studied in detail.

Observation of  
ttH production!

SM
ttHσ/ttHσ

1− 0 1 2 3 4

Total Stat. Syst. SMATLAS

-1 = 13 TeV, 36.1 - 79.8 fbs

             Total       Stat.    Syst.

Combined   )
0.19

0.21
  ± 0.18 , ±   ( 0.26

0.28  ±  1.32 

H (ZZ)tt < 1.77 at 68% CL

)γγH (tt   )0.17
0.23  ±  , 0.38

0.42  ±   ( 0.42
0.48  ±  1.39 

H (multilepton)tt   )0.27
0.30  ±  , 0.29

0.30  ±   ( 0.40
0.42  ±  1.56 

)bH (btt  0.53 )±  , 0.28
0.29  ±   ( 0.60

0.61  ±  0.79 

Significance

Obs. (Exp.)

1.4σ (1.6σ)

4.1σ (2.8σ)

4.1σ (3.7σ)

0σ (1.2σ)

5.8σ (4.9σ)

13 TeV only

6.3σ (5.1σ)

7, 8, and 13 TeV

Combined with Run 1 data,
Significance: 6.3σ (5.1σ exp.)

Observation of ttH production mode
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H→bb
• About 58% of Higgs decay to bb
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Figure 13: Distributions of mbb used as input to the global fit of the di-jet mass analysis. The distributions
refer to the signal regions of the 0-lepton channel. Shown are the data (points with error bars) and expectation
(histograms). The background contributions after the global fit are shown as filled histograms. The Higgs boson
signal (mH = 125 GeV) is shown as a filled histogram on top of the fitted backgrounds normalised to the signal
yield extracted from data (µ = 1.06), and unstacked as an unfilled histogram, scaled by the factor indicated in the
legend. The dashed histogram shows the total pre-fit background. The entries in overflow are included in the last
bin. The size of the combined statistical and systematic uncertainty for the sum of the signal and fitted background
is indicated by the hatched band. The ratio of the data to the sum of the signal and fitted background is shown in the
lower panel.
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Figure 14: Distributions of mbb used as input to the global fit of the di-jet mass analysis. The distributions
refer to the signal regions of the 1-lepton channel. Shown are the data (points with error bars) and expectation
(histograms). The background contributions after the global fit are shown as filled histograms. The Higgs boson
signal (mH = 125 GeV) is shown as a filled histogram on top of the fitted backgrounds normalised to the signal
yield extracted from data (µ = 1.06), and unstacked as an unfilled histogram, scaled by the factor indicated in the
legend. The dashed histogram shows the total pre-fit background. The entries in overflow are included in the last
bin. The size of the combined statistical and systematic uncertainty for the sum of the signal and fitted background
is indicated by the hatched band. The ratio of the data to the sum of the signal and fitted background is shown in the
lower panel.
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Figure 15: Distributions of mbb used as input to the global fit of the di-jet mass analysis. The distributions
refer to the signal regions of the 2-lepton channel. Shown are the data (points with error bars) and expectation
(histograms). The background contributions after the global fit are shown as filled histograms. The Higgs boson
signal (mH = 125 GeV) is shown as a filled histogram on top of the fitted backgrounds normalised to the signal
yield extracted from data (µ = 1.06), and unstacked as an unfilled histogram, scaled by the factor indicated in the
legend. The dashed histogram shows the total pre-fit background. The entries in overflow are included in the last
bin. The size of the combined statistical and systematic uncertainty for the sum of the signal and fitted background
is indicated by the hatched band. The ratio of the data to the sum of the signal and fitted background is shown in the
lower panel.
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Select 2 b-tagged jets and pT(V) > 75 GeV or 150 GeV  



H→bb
• Combine several variables with BDT (mbb, pT

V, ΔRbb etc.)
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Figure 2: Event yields as a function of log(S/B) for data, background and a Higgs boson signal with mH = 125 GeV.
Final-discriminant bins in all regions are combined into bins of log(S/B), with S being the fitted signal and B the
fitted background. The Higgs boson signal contribution is shown after rescaling the SM cross section according to
the value of the signal strength parameter extracted from data (µ = 1.16). In the lower panel, the pull of the data
with respect to the background (the statistical significance of the di�erence between data and fitted background) is
shown with statistical uncertainties only. The full line indicates the pull of the prediction for signal and background
with respect to the background prediction.

Figure 2 shows the data, background and signal yields, where final-discriminant bins in all regions are
combined into bins of log(S/B). Here, S and B are the fitted signal and background yields in each analysis
bin, respectively.

Table 10 shows the signal strengths, p0 and significance values for the combined global fit, and for a fit
where the lepton channels each have their own signal strength parameter. The compatibility of the signal
strength parameters measured in the three lepton channels7 is 80%.

A combined fit is also performed with floating signal strength parameters separately for the WH and ZH
production processes. The results of this fit are shown in Figure 3. The WH and ZH production modes
have observed (expected) significances of 2.5 (2.3) and 4.0 (3.5) standard deviations, respectively, with a
linear correlation between the two signal strengths of �1%.

7 The compatibility between fits di�ering only in their number of parameters of interest is evaluated in the asymptotics regime,
where the di�erence between their minimum likelihoods follows a �2 distribution whose number of degrees of freedom is
equal to the di�erence between the number of parameters of interest.
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7.2 Results of the dijet-mass analysis

The mbb distribution for all channels and regions summed, weighted by their respective value of the
ratio of fitted Higgs boson signal and background yields, and after subtraction of all backgrounds except
for the (W/Z)Z diboson processes, is shown in Figure 4. The data and the sum of expected signal and
backgrounds are found to be in good agreement. For all channels combined the fitted value of the signal
strength parameter is

µbbVH = 1.06+0.36
�0.33 = 1.06 ± 0.20(stat.)+0.30

�0.26(syst.),

in good agreement with the result of the multivariate analysis. The observed excess has a significance of
3.6 standard deviations, in comparison to an expectation of 3.5 standard deviations. Good agreement is
also found in the values of signal strength parameters in the individual channels for the dijet-mass analysis
compared to those for the multivariate analysis.
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Figure 4: The distribution of mbb in data after subtraction of all backgrounds except for the W Z and Z Z diboson
processes, as obtained with the dijet-mass analysis. The contributions from all lepton channels, pVT intervals and
number-of-jets categories are summed weighted by S/B, with S being the total fitted signal and B the total fitted
background in that region. The expected contribution of the associated WH and ZH production of a SM Higgs
boson with mH = 125 GeV is shown scaled by the measured combined signal strength (µ = 1.06). The size of the
combined statistical and systematic uncertainty for the fitted background is indicated by the hatched band.

7.3 Results of the diboson analysis

As a validation of the Higgs analysis, the measurement of V Z production based on the multivariate analysis
described in Section 6.3 returns a value of signal strength

µbbVZ = 1.20+0.20
�0.18 = 1.20 ± 0.08(stat.)+0.19

�0.16(syst.),

in good agreement with the Standard Model prediction. TheV Z signal is observed with a significance of 9.6
standard deviations, to be compared to an expected significance of 8.7 standard deviations. Analogously
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Combined with Run 1 data,
Significance: 4.9σ (5.1σ exp.)
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7.3 Results of the diboson analysis

As a validation of the Higgs analysis, the measurement of V Z production based on the multivariate analysis
described in Section 6.3 returns a value of signal strength

µbbVZ = 1.20+0.20
�0.18 = 1.20 ± 0.08(stat.)+0.19

�0.16(syst.),

in good agreement with the Standard Model prediction. TheV Z signal is observed with a significance of 9.6
standard deviations, to be compared to an expected significance of 8.7 standard deviations. Analogously
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Table 11: Expected and observed significance values (in standard deviations) for the H ! bb̄ channels fitted
independently and their combination using the 7 TeV, 8 TeV and 13 TeV dataset.

Channel
Significance
Exp. Obs.

VBF+ggF 0.9 1.5
tt̄H 1.9 1.9
VH 5.1 4.9
H ! bb̄ Combination 5.5 5.4

bb→H
µ

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Comb.

VH

ttH

VBF+ggF

0.20−
+0.201.01    , 0.12−

+0.12                                0.15−
+0.16                                                 (                 )         

0.21−
+0.220.98    , 0.14−

+0.14                                0.16−
+0.17                                                 (                 )         

0.54−
+0.561.00    , 0.27−

+0.28                                0.46−
+0.48                                                 (                 )         

1.12−
+1.161.68    , 1.00−

+1.01                                0.51−
+0.57                                                 (                 )         

( Tot. ) ( Stat., Syst. )
Total Stat.

ATLAS Preliminary = 7 TeV, 8 TeV, and 13 TeVs
-1, and 24.5-79.8 fb-1, 20.3 fb-1      4.7 fb

Figure 7: The fitted values of the Higgs boson signal strength parameter µH!bb for mH = 125 GeV separately for
the VH, tt̄H and VBF+ggF analyses, along with their combination. The individual µH!bb values for the di�erent
production modes are obtained from a simultaneous fit with the signal strength parameters for each of the processes
floating independently. The compatibility of the individual signal strengths is 83%.
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• Combined Run 1 and Run 2 
data

• Include VH, H→bb; 
VBF+ggF, H→bb; 
ttH, H→bb

Significance: 5.4σ (5.5σ exp.)

Observation of H→bb
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Figure 1: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the (a) ggF and (b) VBF

production processes.
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Figure 2: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the (a) qq ! VH and

(b, c) gg! ZH production processes.
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Figure 3: Examples of leading-order Feynman diagrams for Higgs boson production via the qq/gg ! ttH and

qq/gg! bbH processes.

Other less important production processes in the SM, which are not the target of a direct search but
are included in the combination, are qq, gg ! bbH (bbH), also shown in Fig. 3, and production in
association with a single top quark (tH), shown in Fig. 4. The latter process proceeds through either
qq/qb! tHb/tHq0 (tHq) (Figs. 4a and 4b) or gb! tHW (tHW) (Figs. 4c and 4d) production.

Examples of leading-order (LO) Feynman diagrams for the Higgs boson decays considered in the com-
bination are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The decays to W and Z bosons (Fig. 5a) and to fermions (Fig. 5b)
proceed through tree-level processes whereas the H ! �� decay is mediated by W boson or heavy quark
loops (Fig. 6).

The SM Higgs boson production cross sections and decay branching fractions are taken from Refs. [30–
32] and are based on the extensive theoretical work documented in Refs. [33–76]. The inclusive cross
sections and branching fractions for the most important production and decay modes are summarised
with their overall uncertainties in Tables 1 and 2 for a Higgs boson mass mH = 125.09 GeV. The SM
predictions of the branching fractions for H ! gg, cc, and Z� are included for completeness. Although

4

Include VH, H→bb; 
VH, H→𝛾𝛾; 
VH, H→ZZ

Significance: 5.3σ (4.8σ exp.)

Observation of VH production mode
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H ! µµ Analysis Strategy and Event Selections

Data: LHC 2015-2017 pp collisions data,
79.8 fb�1

Dominant background is Drell-Yan process
Dedicated categories for ggF and VBF
Use analytic functions to model signal and
background
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At least one primary vertex
associated with at least two tracks
Exactly have two muons. Leading
muon pT > 27 GeV

Emiss
T < 80 GeV. Veto events with

any b-jet
Signal region: 110 < mµµ < 160
GeV
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Categorization – ggF
Categories make use of better S/

p
B for different regions

Signal has more ISR than background. Signal tends to have large pµµ
T than

background

Background

Signal
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(1) pµµ
T < 15 GeV; (2) 15 < pµµ

T < 50 GeV; (3) pµµ
T > 50 GeV;
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Categorization – VBF
Categories make use of better S/

p
B for different regions

Multivariate analysis method is used for
VBF category to get better sensitivity
14 variables are used to train a BDT (most
sensitive ones: mjj , �⌘jj , pµµ

T , �Rjj)
Cut on BDT score to have VBF Tight

(BDT > 0.885) and VBF Loose (0.685<
BDT < 0.885) 1

Events with BDT < 0.685 are classified as
ggF-like events
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1 Chosen to retain signal efficiency used in the last publication PRL 119, 051802 (2017)
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Categorization

VBF Loose
0.685<BDT< 0.885

VBF Tight
BDT> 0.885

Central
low pµµ

T

Non-cent.
low pµµ

T

Central
med. pµµ

T

Non-cent.
med. pµµ

T

Central
high pµµ

T

Non-cent.
high pµµ

T

Both muons |⌘| < 1 Rest

pµµ
T < 15 GeV

15 < pµµ
T < 50 GeV

pµµ
T < 50 GeV

BDT< 0.685
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Background Modelling
Background mµµ distributions are modelled by

f ⇥ [BW(mBW, �BW)⌦ GS(�B
GS)](mµµ) + (1 � f )⇥ eA·mµµ/m3
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H ! µµ Results with 79.8 fb�1 Data ATLAS-CONF-2018-026

No obvious excess is observed around mH = 125 GeV

Upper limit on signal strength
Observed Expected

Run-2 2.1 2.0

Measurement of signal strength
µ̂

Run-2 0.1+1.0
�1.1

Significance
Observed Expected

Run-2 0.0 � 0.9 �

Link to the CONF note:
https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/CONFNOTES/ATLAS-CONF-2018-026/
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ATLAS-CONF-2018-031
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Figure 10: Reduced coupling strength modifiers F mF

v for fermions (F = t, b,⌧, µ) and p
V

mV

v for weak gauge
bosons (V = W, Z) as a function of their masses mF and mV , respectively, and the vacuum expectation value of the
Higgs field v = 246 GeV. The SM prediction for both cases is also shown (dotted line). The couplings modifiers
F and V are measured assuming no BSM contributions to the Higgs boson decays, and the SM structure of loop
processes such as ggF, H ! �� and H ! gg.

5.4.4 Parameterization including e�ective photon and gluon couplings with and without BSM
contributions in decays

The two models considered in this section are based on the same parameterization as the one in Section 5.4.3
but the ggF, H ! gg and H ! �� loop processes are parameterized using the g and � modifiers in the
same way as for the model of Section 5.4.2.

In the first model, no BSM contributions to the total width are considered (BBSM = 0). The measured
parameters are Z , W , b, t , ⌧ , � and g. The sign of t can be either positive or negative, while Z is
assumed to be positive without loss of generality. The other parameters are also assumed to be positive.

In the second model, BSM contributions to the total width are included through the parameter BBSM, and
constrained by assuming BBSM � 0 and W ,Z  1. The latter condition holds true for a broad class of
extensions of the SM and disfavors large values of BBSM [22].

The results of both models are summarized in Table 9 and Figure 11. In the model with BBSM included as
a free parameter, an upper limit of BBSM = 0.26 at 95% CL is obtained, compared to an expected upper
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Table 1: Integrated luminosity of the dataset used for each input analysis to the combination.

Analysis Integrated luminosity (fb�1)
H ! �� (including ttH, H ! ��) 79.8
H! Z Z⇤! 4` (including ttH, H! Z Z⇤! 4`) 79.8
H!WW⇤! e⌫µ⌫ 36.1
H ! ⌧⌧ 36.1
VH, H ! bb̄ 36.1
H ! µµ 79.8
ttH, H ! bb̄ and ttH multilepton 36.1

The simulated Higgs boson samples used to describe the signal processes are described below. Simulated
background samples are described in the individual references for the input analyses. Higgs boson produc-
tion via gluon-gluon fusion is simulated using the P����� B�� [26–29] NNLOPS implementation [30,
31]. The event generator uses HNNLO [32] to reweight the inclusive Higgs boson rapidity distribution
produced by the next-to-leading order (NLO) generation of pp ! H + parton, with the scale of each
parton emission determined using the MiNLO procedure [33]. The PDF4LHC15 parton distribution
functions (PDFs) are used for the central prediction and uncertainty. The sample is normalised such that
it reproduces the total cross-section predicted by a next-to-next-to-next-to-leading-order (N3LO) QCD
calculation with NLO electroweak corrections applied [34–38]. The NNLOPS generator reproduces the
Higgs boson pT distribution predicted by the NNLO plus next-to-next-to-leading logarithm (NNLL) cal-
culation of H���2.3 [39], which includes the e�ects of top- and bottom-quark masses and uses dynamical
renormalisation and factorisation scales.

The VBF and VH production processes are simulated to NLO accuracy in QCD using the P����� B��
[40] generator with the PDF4LHC15 set of PDFs. The VBF sample is normalised to an approximate-
NNLO QCD cross-section with NLO electroweak corrections applied [34, 41–43]. The VH samples are
normalised to cross-sections calculated at NNLO in QCD with NLO electroweak corrections [44, 45] and
additional NLO QCD corrections [46] for the gg ! ZH subprocess [34].

Higgs boson production in association with a top–antitop pair is simulated at NLO accuracy in QCD using
the P����� B�� generator with the PDF4LHC15 set of PDFs for the H! �� and H! Z Z⇤! 4` decay
processes. For other Higgs boson decays, the M��G����5_�MC@NLO [47] generator is used with the
NNPDF3.0 set of PDFs. In both cases the sample is normalised to a calculation with NLO QCD and
electroweak corrections [34, 48–51].

In addition to the primary Higgs boson processes, separate samples are used to model lower-rate processes.
Higgs boson production in association with a bottom–antibottom pair (bb̄H) is simulated using M��-
G����5_�MC@NLO [52] with NNPDF2.3LO PDFs and is normalised to a cross-section calculated to
NNLO in QCD [34, 53–55]. The sample includes the e�ect of interference with the ggF production mech-
anism. Higgs boson production in association with a single top quark and a W boson (tHW) is produced
at LO accuracy using M��G����5_�MC@NLO. Finally, Higgs boson production in association with a
single top quark in the t-channel (tHq) is generated at LO accuracy using M��G����5_�MC@NLO with
CT10 [56] PDFs. The tH samples are normalised to NLO QCD calculations [34, 57].

The parton-level events are input to P�����8 [58] or H�����++ [59] to model the Higgs boson decay,
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Summary
• ATLAS has performed Higgs measurements using 

80 fb-1 LHC Run 2 data
• Observed ttH and VH production modes 
• Observed H→bb decay mode
• For H→𝜇𝜇, upper limit is 2.1 times SM prediction at 

95% CL

• No obvious deviation from SM is found at Higgs sector 
at LHC
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Higgs mass measurement systematics
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systematic uncertainties. The nuisance parameter values from the unconditional maximum-likelihood fit
are consistent with the pre-fit values within one standard deviation.

Table 1: Main sources of systematic uncertainty in the Higgs boson mass mH measured with the 4` and �� final
states using Run 1 and Run 2 data.

Source Systematic uncertainty in mH [MeV]

EM calorimeter response linearity 60
Non-ID material 55
EM calorimeter layer intercalibration 55
Z ! ee calibration 45
ID material 45
Lateral shower shape 40
Muon momentum scale 20
Conversion reconstruction 20
H ! �� background modelling 20
H ! �� vertex reconstruction 15
e/� energy resolution 15
All other systematic uncertainties 10

The probability that the mH results from the four measurements (in the 4` and �� final states, using
Run 1 or Run 2 ATLAS data) are compatible is 12.3%. The results from each of the four individual
measurements, as well as various combinations, along with the LHC Run 1 result, are summarised in
Figure 4.

The combination of the four ATLAS measurements using the BLUE approach as an alternative method,
assuming two uncorrelated channels,3 is found to be mH = 124.97 ± 0.23 GeV = 124.97 ± 0.19 (stat) ±
0.13 (syst)GeV. The splitting of the errors takes into account the relative weight of the two channels in
the combined measurement.

3 The combination of the two LHC run periods for each channel was used as input.
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