
Introduction to technical 
documentation
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Category
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Highlights of Google Developer 
Documentation style Guide

• Not asking completely follow thsi style

• just borrow some ideas when neccessary

• https://developers.google.cn/style/
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General principles
Politeness and use of "please"
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General Principles
informal Vs formal
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Detailed suggestions
Active voice
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Detailed suggestions
Articles (a, an, the)

• Whether to use "a" or "an" depends on the pronunciation of the 
word that follows it. Use "a" before any consonant sound; use "an" 
before any vowel sound.

• examples:
An hour.
An HTML file.
A hand.
A hotel.
An umbrella.
A union.
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Detailed suggestions
Second person

• In general, use second person in your docs rather than first person—"you" 
(sometimes implicit) instead of "we."

• It's also important to figure out who the "you" is that you're addressing (the 
developer? an end-user? a sysadmin? someone else?), and to be 
consistent about that. Make it clear to the reader who you expect them to be 
(sometimes with an explicit "Audience" section near the beginning of the 
document).
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Summary
• share soem basic ideas of technical documentation
• Google Developer Documentation Sytle Guide is recommented
• some highlights selected based on personal interest
• more details could be found on the official page

– https://developers.google.cn/style/

• By the way, Google also has sytle guide for the popular 
programming languages, for example, Python
– https://google.github.io/styleguide/pyguide.html
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